
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL WATER QUALITY CONTROL OOARD
SAN FRANCISCO BAY REGION

ORDER NO. 88-053

NPDES NO. CAOOO4961

WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS FOR:

TOSCO CORroRATION
AVON REFINERY
CONTRA COSTA COUNTY

'lhe california Regional Water Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay
Region (hereafter called the Board) finds that:

1. Tosco Corporation, Avon Refinery (hereafter called the Discharger)
submitted an NPDES Permit Application dated october 29, 1986, and
amended it by a letter dated october 27, 1987 for reissuance of NPDES
Permit No. CA00049610

2. TIle discharge of wastewater from the facilities is currently governed
by Waste Discharge Requirements, Board Order No. 85-24.

3. TIle Discharger operates a petroleum refinery with a maximum crude-run
throughput of approximately 122,500 barrels per day. It manufactures
gasoline and other hydrocarbon fuels and is classified as a cracking
refinery as defined by the u.S. Environmental Protection Agency in 40
CPR 419.20. TIle Discharger also operates a sulfuric acid plant.
Treated process wastewater, stormwater runoff, and other wastes as
described below are discharged to suisun Bay, a water of the united
States.

4. TIle report of waste discharge and recent self-monitoring reports
describe the discharges as follows:

a. Waste 001 consists of approximately 3.7 million gallons per day
(mgd) of process wastes, cooling tower blowdown, sanitary wastes,
stormwater runoff, and other wastes from the sulfuric acid plant. In
addition, approximately 0.166 mgd of cooling tower and boiler blowdown
is receiVed from a cogeneration plant owned by Foster-Wheeler
corporation, 0.029 mgd of process wastewater is received from the
Monsanto Company catalyst Plant and approximately 0.032 mgd of cooling
tower blowdown is received from a carbon-ctioxide plant owned by
carbonic Engineering. Also, stormwater runoff is received from
Monsanto Company, Southern Pacific Pipeline Terminal, Southern Pacific
Transportation Company, Texaco Metering station, carbonic Engineering,
Pacific Gas and Electric Substation, and Foster Wheeler Energy
Corporation. TIle treated waste is discharged through a diffuser which
provides at least 10:1 dilution, located under the Avon Wharf in Suisun
Bay. Waste 001 may be discharged on an emergency basis to an unnamed
estuary tributary to suisun Bay. TIlis discharge is a safety overflow
for the discharger's canal system, and is permitted only to prevent
severe damage to canal dikes.
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